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SYNOPSIS 
 

 

 

Gerenommeerd regisseur Nick Broomfield regisseert de documentaire over één 

van de grootste zangeressen aller tijden. Whitney Houston was de meest 

bekroonde vrouwelijke artiest en daarmee het levende bewijs van een superster. 

 

Hoewel Whitney miljoenen dollars verdiende, meer opeenvolgende nummer één 

hits had dan The Beatles, en haar stem erkend werd als één van de beste aller 

tijden, was ze nooit vrij om zichzelf te zijn en stierf ze aan een overdosis. Ze was 

slechts 48 jaar oud.  

 

WHITNEY: CAN I BE ME is grotendeels gemaakt met nog nooit eerder vertoond 

materiaal en exclusieve opnames. De documentaire vertelt het ongelofelijke en 

aangrijpende levensverhaal van Whitney Houston, met inzichten van haar meest 

dierbaren. 
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NICK BROOMFIELD 
 
Nick Broomfield studied Law at Cardiff, and Political Science at Essex University, he then went onto study film at the National Film School, 
under Professor Colin Young. 
  
Nick first got interested aged 15 when discovering his love for photography on a foreign exchange visit in France. "A great way to strike up 
conversations, and a great excuse to ask questions about the World around you". 
 
IŜ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ Ψ²Ƙƻ /ŀǊŜǎΩ ŀōƻǳǘ {ƭǳƳ /ƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ōȅ ōƻǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛƴŘ ǳǇ .ƻƭŜȄ ŎŀƳŜǊa, and shooting it 
on short ends. Professor Colin Young at the NFS had a great influence on his work encouraging participant observation, as well as introducing 
ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ Wƻŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Wƻŀƴ ŀƴŘ bƛŎƪ ƳŀŘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ΨWǳǾŜƴƛƭƭŜ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴΩΣ ¢ŀǘǘƻƻŜŘ ¢ŜŀǊǎΩΣ Ψ{ƻƭŘƛŜǊ 
DƛǊƭǎΩΣ Ψ[ƛƭȅ ¢ƻƳƭƛƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ Ψ!ƛƭŜŜƴΥ ¢ƘŜ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ {ŜǊƛŀƭ YƛƭƭŜǊΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  
 
Nick was originally influenced by the observational style of Fred Wiseman, and Robert Leacock and Pennebaker, before moving on largely by 
ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛŘƛƻǎȅƴŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ψ5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ /ŀǊȊȅΩ ƛƴ мфуу ŀ ŦƛƭƳ hopelessly out of control, 
Nick decided to place himself and the producer of the film in the story, as a way of making sense of the event.  
 
This experiment led to a sense of greater freedom, from the confines of observational cinema, and led to a more investigative and 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ ƛŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ²ƛŦŜΩΣ Ψ!ƛƭŜŜƴ ²ǳƻǊƴƻǎΩΣ ΨYǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ƛƎƎƛŜ ŀƴŘ 
¢ǳǇŀŎΩΦ  
 
Nick Broomfield is the recipient of the following awards amongst others,  
Sundance first prize, British Academy Award, Prix Italia, Dupont Peabody Award, Grierson Award, Hague Peace Prize, Amnesty International 
Doen Award. 
 

 

  



  

NICK 
BROOMFIELD 
FILMOGRAPHY 
 
2017  Whitney: Can I Be Me 

2016  Going Going Gone 
2014  Tales of the Grim Sleeper  
2013  Sex My British Job  
2010 Sarah Palin; You Betcha!  
2009 A Time Comes  
2007 Battle for Haditha  
2006 Ghosts  
2003 Aileen: Life and Death of a 

Serial Killer  
2002 Biggie and Tupac  
1997  Kurt & Courtney  
1996 Fetishes 
1995  Heidi Fleiss: Hollywood Madam 
1994  Tracking Down Maggie 
1993 Aileen Wuornos: The Selling of 

a Serial Killer 
1992  Too White for Me 
1991 Monster in a Box 
1990  The Leader, His Driver and the 

Driver's Wife 
1990  Juvenile Liaison 2 
1989  Diamond Skulls 
1988  Driving Me Crazy 
1985  Lily Tomlin 
1982  Chicken Ranch 
1980  Soldier Girls 
1978  Tattooed Tears 
1977  Marriage Guidance 
1976  Fort Augustus 
1976  Juvenile Liaison  
1975  Whittingham 
1975  Behind the Rent Strike 
1973  Proud to Be British 
1970  Who Cares 
 



RUDI DOLEZAL 
 
Working worldwide with stars of the music scene on documentaries, music videos, live concert films for DVD and TV Rudi Dolezal, is today a 
legendary filmmaker. Rudi, who founded his European based company DoRo over 35 years ago has directed and produced more than 1000 
music videos, 500 documentaries, 500 concert films, as well as numerous commercials and TV shows. 
 
He has directed and worked with well-known and exceptionally talented artists such as The Rolling Stones, Bono/U2, Queen, Miles Davis, 
Quincy Jones, Whitney Houston, Billy Joel,Norah Jones, Bruce Springsteen, Tracy Chapman, Paulina Rubio, Bon Jovi, David Bowie, Lionel Richie, 
.ƭǳǊΣ hŀǎƛǎΣ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ŀ 5ƻǿƴΣ {ŀǊŀƘ .ǊƛƎƘǘƳŀƴΣ WŜǿŜƭΣ DŜƴŜǎƛǎΣ 9ƭǘƻƴ WƻƘƴΣ bΩ{ȅƴŎΣ .ƻȅȊ LL aŜƴΣ WƻǎŞ /ŀǊǊŜǊŀǎΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ aƛŎƘael, Garth Brooks, 
Liza Minnelli, Annie Lennox, Blondie, Wolfmother, RunDMC, The Strokes, Roxy Music, The Who, Dionne Warwick, Youssou N´Dour, Frank 
Zappa, Metallica, NoMercy, Bad Company - just to name a few. 
 
Rudi has stepped beyond his original focus of music related projects by also working with Harry Belafonteon peace and human rights projects, 
directing a worldwide commended AIDS-awareness campaign with The Red Hot Chilli Peppers, Queen and Holly Johnson. He is also responsible 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά!w¢L{¢{ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ±Lh[9b/9έ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ  ¢ƛƳ wƻōōƛƴǎΣ aŀǊǘƛƴ {ƘŜŜƴΣ YǊƛǎ YǊƛǎǘƻŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŜ bŜƭǎƻƴΣ hŘŜǘǘŀΣ Wƻŀƴ .ŀŜȊΣ tŀǘǘƛ 
Smith, Bob Geldof, Stevie Wonder, Ice T. and many more.  
²ƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ wǳŘƛΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ WƻŜƭ CƛƭŜǎέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊƻŎƪ ǎǘŀǊ .ƛƭƭȅ 
WƻŜƭΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛκIƛǘƭŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ƛƴ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²²LLΦ 
 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ όάмллм tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ±ƛŜƴƴŀέύ ǿƘƛŎh was shown on world wide 
TV live to 300 million viewers and his films about Budapest (Hungary) and Miami as unusual city portraits. Further collaborations include 
composer Giorgio Moroder, actor Christopher Lambert, fashion guru Jean-Paul Gaultier and European film icons Bernardo Bertolucci and 
Michelangelo Antonioni.  
wǳŘƛ 5ƻƭŜȊŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƛƭƳΣ ¢± ŀƴŘ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ Dw!aa¸ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ άaƛƭŜǎ ϧ vǳƛƴŎȅ at 
aƻƴǘǊŜǳȄέ ŀƴŘ άCǊŜŘŘƛŜ aŜǊŎǳǊȅ ς ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴǘƻƭŘ {ǘƻǊȅέΣ ŀ .ǊƻƴȊŜ [ion (International Cannes Advertising Film Festival), several Gold Camera 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ ό/ƘƛŎŀƎƻύΣ a¢± !ǿŀǊŘǎΣ .wL¢{ !ǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘǿƻ DƻƭŘŜƴ wƻǎŜΩǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǘǊŜǳȄΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ όάDŜǘ ¦Ǉ ς {ǘŀƴŘ ¦Ǉέύ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ   
NEW FOCUS (USA) Latest Rudi decided to focus more on US projects, keeping his European production company DoRo but expanding it to 
Miami as DoRo Films International.  



wǳŘƛ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ άDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w9/hw5LbD !/!59a¸ όb!w!{ύ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллуΦ His latest work includes a worldwide documentary 
for FALCO and a documentary for the UN (United Nations) on Human Rights which was presented in New York by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon - the ŦƛƭƳΩǎ title: FACE HUMAN RIGHTS. 
 
 
 

 
  


