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Writer / Director

Born in 1963 at Versailles, France

Feature film director, commercial director, and award-winning music video director, Michel Gondry, often surprises himself with his own extraordinary ideas. Not one to limit himself to a single creative outlet, Gondry embraces each endeavor with the same creative flourish and always looks to entertain his audience with his latest idea or dream. Most recently, he just completed an adaptation of Boris Vian’s novel L’Ecume Des Jours, as well as an animated movie about Noam Chomsky, analytic philosopher and “father of modern linquistics.”

In 2012, Gondry premiered THE WE AND THE I at the Cannes Film Festival, a passion project of his that he both co-wrote and directed. The film is the heartfelt and comical story of the final bus ride home for a group of young high school students and graduates. As kids depart the bus for the last time, we get to learn about these graduates as they step into the world – their love, their conflicts, their despair and their hope.

Gondry recently released Columbia Pictures’ THE GREEN HORNET in 2011, a 3D feature film about the iconic superhero starring Seth Rogen, Christoph Waltz, and Cameron Diaz. In February 2011, Gondry's "Amateur Film Factory" kicked off at Paris' modern art museum, the Centre Pompidou, offering visitors the chance to view an exhibition of the French filmmaker’s work and participate in a filmmaking workshop. Currently, Gondry is working on an adaptation of UBIK, sci-fi author Philip K. Dick’s acclaimed novel about a world populated by mind readers.

In the spring of 2010, Oscilloscope released THE THORN IN THE HEART, a personal documentary about Gondry family matriarch Suzette and her son Jean-Yves.  Gondry directed a segment of TOKYO, a triptych film telling three stories about the iconic city; he joined French director Leos Carax and South Korean director Bong Joon-ho on the project. The film premiered at the 2008 Cannes Film Festival, and opened in the US in 2009.  Gondry wrote and directed BE KIND, REWIND, which starred Jack Black, Mos Def, Danny Glover and Mia Farrow.  The book inspired a fascinating DIY movie studio installation at the Deitch Gallery in New York, as well as Gondry’s debut book, You’ll Like This Film Because You’re In It: The BE KIND REWIND Protocol.  

THE SCIENCE OF SLEEP, the critical darling of the Sundance Film Festival, starred Gael Garcia Bernal in a sentimental comedy about a day dreamer who falls in love with his neighbor and starts to confuse his dreams with reality.  Gondry also helmed the critically acclaimed concert film DAVE CHAPPELLE'S BLOCK PARTY, which Gondry developed and produced with Dave Chappelle. 

2004 marked the release of Gondry's much-lauded ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE SPOTLESS MIND, starring Jim Carrey and Kate Winslet, as a couple attempting to rescue their failing relationship by having their bad memories erased. This was the second collaboration between Gondry and the Academy Award-winning writer Charlie Kaufman, with whom he conceptualized the story. HUMAN NATURE, Gondry's first film, premiered at Cannes and Sundance before being released theatrically in April 2002. 

When not contemplating the politics of personal relationships or body hair, Gondry is a highly regarded commercial and music video director.  One of his first commercials, Levis' "Drugstore" (1994), garnered the Lion D'Or at Cannes and is listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the most award-winning commercial of all time.  Among his other notable credits are Levi's "Mermaids," silver medal winner at the Clio Awards and as well as a bronze at Cannes; and Smirnoff's "Smarienburg" (1997), which captured gold medals at Cannes and the Clio Awards.  DVD collections of Gondry’s exemplary music videos and commercials were released in 2003 and 2009.  

In 1993 Gondry met pop singer Björk, commencing one of his longest and most successful professional creative relationships.  Their first collaboration, the video for "Human Behavior," won practically every existing music video award.  Gondry went on to helm another five of Björk's videos, while also collaborating with such wide-ranging artists as The White Stripes, The Rolling Stones, Beck, Daft Punk, Chemical Brothers, Foo Fighters, Lenny Kravitz, Sheryl Crow, Cibo Matto, Kylie Minogue, The Willowz, The Polyphonic Spree, Steriogram, Kanye West, Gary Jules, and Paul McCartney. 

